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In a letter to Sir George Otto Trevelyan, written on Sep-
tember 12,1905, the President gave an entertaining account
of the impressions which the envoys of the two nations
made upon him. His report of the views which Witte ex-
pressed about Enssia are especially interesting in view of
the later developments in that unfortunate nation:

"I am "bound to say that the Japs have impressed me
most favorably, not only dnring these three months bnt
during the four years I have been President. They have
always told me the truth. They are a very secretive people,
and I speedily learned that I must never read into any-
thing they said one word more than was actually down
in black and write; but so far, whenever they have actually
committed themselves I have been able to count absolutely
on their doing what they said they would. Moreover, they
know their own minds and all act together; whereas the
Russians all pulled against one another, rarely knew their
own minds, lied so to others that they finally got into the
dangerous position of lying to themselves, and showed a
most unhealthy and widespread corruption and selfishness.

"I suppose "Witte is the best man that Russia could have
at the head of her affairs at present, and probably too good
a man for the grand dukes to be willing to stand him. He
interested me. I cannot say that I liked him, for I thought
his bragging and bluster not only foolish but shockingly
vulgar when compared with the gentlemanly self-respecting
self-restraint of the Japanese. Moreover, he struck me as a
very selfish man, totally without high ideals. He calmly
mentioned to me, for instance, that it was Russia's interest
to keep Turkey in power in the Balkan Peninsula; that he
beEeved that Turkey would last a long time, because it
would be a very bad thing for Russia to have the Bulga-
rians, for instance, substituted for the Turks, for the very
reason that they might give a wholesome, reputable gov-
ernment and thereby build up a great Slav State to the
South. He added cynically that such a consummation
might be good for sentimental reasons, but that sentiment
did not count in practical politics. Inasmuch as I person-